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(57) ABSTRACT

A heat transfer apparatus for heating and cooling a room
includes a heat exchanger including a body with tubing and
fins traversed by a heat transfer fluid, the heat exchanger
including a first module and a second module. A plurality of
helical fans downstream from the heat exchanger have axes of
rotation passing between the first and second modules. A
plate for storing heat is downstream from the plurality of
helical fans is present. Each of the axes of rotation pass
through the plate, and the plate and frame together define an
air outlet configured to expel air from the apparatus in a
direction parallel to the rotation axes, and define an air pas-
sage parallel to the plate from the helical fans to the air outlet,
and wherein the apparatus defines an air inlet configured to
draw air in a direction traverse to the rotation axes.

16 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets
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1
HEAT TRANSFER APPARATUS FOR
HEATING AND COOLING A ROOM

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is U.S. National Stage Entry of Interna-
tional Application PCT/FR2010/000321, which claims prior-
ity benefits of French Application 09/03044 filed 23 Jun.
2009.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to the field of reversible radia-

tors of the type comprising:

an exchanger of the type constituted by a body with fins and
a tubing traversed by a heating or cooling heat transfer
fluid;

ameans of ventilation designed to draw the ambient air, to
force its passage through the exchanger and to eject it,
heated or cooled, into the room;

a frame, containing the aforementioned exchanger and the
aforementioned means of ventilation, provided with at
least one air inlet opening and at least one air outlet
opening;

a plate, for storing and distributing calories or frigories,
attached to the front wall of the aforementioned frame.

2. Description of Related Art

Radiators known of the type in question generally have a

single exchanger module, one or two fans powered by alter-
nating current and an air outlet which is generally located at
the top, bottom and/or sides.

Such devices have disadvantages tied to the fact that:

the fans are large and affect the thickness of the radiators,
they are noisy and consume energy;

the thermal efficiency between the drawn air and the
exchanger is not optimized;

the lateral air outlet is less efficient than a front air outlet.

Among the documents of the closest prior art, can be cited:

the document EP1878978 which describes a reversible air
conditioner, attached to the ceiling, comprising a tem-
perature adjustment unit containing an exchanger and a
ventilation means, a distribution chamber placed at the
outlet of the aforementioned unit and a plate, radiant and
air permeable, completely closing the aforementioned
chamber, realized in a fibrous material;

the document JP11148711 describes an air conditioner
comprising two fans arranged side by side, two
exchanger modules positioned on each side of the row of
fans and two openings positioned on each side of the
latter.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The invention aims to implement a radiator of the type in
question having new and original features and whose main
purpose is to reduce or eliminate the aforementioned draw-
backs, namely:

reducing the thickness, the noise level and energy con-

sumption;

improving thermal efficiency by optimizing the flow of the

intake air and the thermal exchange.

To this end, the radiator according to the invention is essen-
tially characterized in that:

the means of ventilation is constituted by a plurality of

helical fans supplied with low voltage direct current,
positioned, side by side, along the axis of symmetry of
the front wall of the frame, facing and perpendicular to
the longitudinal outlet opening of the aforementioned
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2

front wall: such as configuration enables a better distri-
bution of the intake air, has a better audio performance,
reduces the thickness of the radiators and enables an
energy savings because they are supplied with direct
current low voltage 12-24 or 48 volts, that halves the
consumption of alternating current fans;

the exchanger is made of at least two modules positioned

on each side of the row of fans, parallel to the latter, and
the air inlet opening is constituted by longitudinal open-
ings positioned on each external side of each exchanger
module, parallel to the latter: in such a configuration, all
the drawn air passes through the entire exchange surface
and especially because the walls of the radiator are
closer than those of a standard radiator; in addition, the
use of water as heat transfer fluid constitutes an advan-
tage in relation to the aspect of respect for the environ-
ment, reducing the amount of refrigerant fluid in heat
pump installations and the risk of leakage of these; nev-
ertheless, the exchanger of the radiator according to the
invention could also use this type of fluid;

the plate, for storing and distributing calories or frigories, is

positioned at a distance from the front wall of the frame
and is dimensioned to enable the passage of the drawn
heated or cooled air and its distribution in the room
between the periphery of the frame and the periphery of
the aforementioned plate, perpendicular to the latter;
such a configuration enables a better distribution of air
into the room and the thermal inertia plate enables a
better control of the calories transmitted by radiation; in
addition, this airflow with natural vertical convection
and non conventional convection enables providing an
identical temperature at the floor as at the ceiling for
better comfort and a substantial gain in energy savings.

According to particular implementation modes of the
invention:

the plate, for storing and distributing calories or frigories, is

made of a material selected from among cast mineral,
metal, or glass;

the fans are attached to the frame by means ofelastic rubber

blocks of the “SILENTBLOC®” type and traverse a
silicone sheet that covers the outlet opening;
the tubing having two vertical modules is doubled so as to
produce the effect of one tubing having a heat transfer
fluid conveying calories and the other tubing having a
heat transfer fluid conveying frigories, the free ends of
the tubings being connected to a four-way double valve.

the air inlet openings, which are equipped with filters, are
made on a wall of the frame which is located at a distance
from the bottom of the radiator, thus from the wall on
which it is posed, enabling the passage of an suction
head, having appropriate shape, directly connectable to
a home vacuum cleaner, avoiding the removal of filters
and enabling easy performance of a recurring mainte-
nance.

The frames of the radiators can be square or rectangular
and in the latter case they can be positioned vertically or
horizontally.

Other advantages resulting from the aforementioned fea-
tures:

reduced weight of the assembly;

ease of installation;

adaptation to all generators (high temperature, low tem-

perature, very low temperature, ice water).

The objectives have been achieved through specific selec-
tion, dimensioning and layout of various constituent subas-
semblies that seem not to be taught in the cited prior art.

In fact:

the path of the air between the inlets located at the back

(opposing the support wall) and the front outlet is com-
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pletely new and optimized to best exploit the available
volume and the heat exchanges with the minimum of
turbulence;

the positioning of the air inlets and outlets, the exchangers

and the fans, coupled to the plate for storing, contribute
to achievement of the desired result.

The means of ventilation has the advantages of having a
very low energy consumption compared to traditional sys-
tems that are all equipped with forward or backward centrifu-
gal fans, or cross-flow fans; a very small thickness enabling
the reversible radiator to have a thickness of less than 120
mm, a lowest sound level (inaudible at low speed).

The storage plate enables a substantial linear air distribu-
tion, because over the entire periphery of the aforementioned
plate exerting a horizontal airflow at very low speed, provid-
ing comfort with the absence of air current (lower output to
0.5 m/s).

This plate has the following features: hiding the plurality of
fans; absorbing the sound emission caused by the air flow of
the aforementioned fans; absorbing a part of the calories or
frigories in order to return it by radiation; distributing the air
flow linearly and uniformly around the periphery of the plate,
while reducing the output speed of air, significantly reducing
the effect of airflow, and the sound level induced by the
passage of air; providing support for the decoration of the
radiator (it is easily interchangeable).

Comfort is enhanced by the radiation from the facade
enabling a complementary static distribution, in the air filtra-
tion device; it is accessible for easy cleaning, without remov-
ing the filters, using a special tip adaptable to all household
vacuum cleaners. The main cause of non-compliance with
primary maintenance of air conditioning units is brought
about by the need to dismantle filtration systems for their
cleaning.

The storage fagade is interchangeable in order to change
the design (decor) of the radiator without having to replace
the entire structure.

The heater can be constituted by two separable parts of
equal weight, enabling easy installation (even by a single
person).

The joining of the two parts may be provided by two lever
clasps (thus facilitating the disassembly).

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING

The features and the advantages of the invention are going
to appear more clearly upon reading the detailed description
that follows of at least one preferred implementation mode
thereof given by way of non-limiting example and shown in
the accompanying drawings.

In the drawings:

FIG. 11s a cross-sectional view of the radiator according to
the invention;

FIG. 2 is a plan view of the complete radiator;

FIG. 3 is a plan view of the radiator without the front plate;

FIG. 4 is a plan view of the radiator without the upper
frame;

FIG. 5 is a side view of the suction head according to the
invention acting on the filter.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

The reversible radiator shown is of the type comprising:

an exchanger (1) of the type constituted by a body with fins
(11) and a tubing (12) traversed by a heating or cooling
heat transfer fluid;

ameans of ventilation (2) designed to draw the ambient air,
to force its passage through the exchanger (1) and to
eject it, heated or cooled, into the room;
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4

a frame (3), containing the aforementioned exchanger (1)
and the aforementioned means of ventilation (2), pro-
vided with at least one air inlet opening (31) and at least
one air outlet opening (32);

aplate (4), for storing and distributing calories or frigories,
attached to the front wall (33) of the aforementioned
frame (3).

The originality of the invention comprises the combination

of the following subassemblies:

the means of generation which is constituted by a plurality
of helical fans (2) supplied with low voltage direct cur-
rent, positioned, side by side, along the axis of symmetry
of the front wall (33) of the frame (3), facing and per-
pendicular to the longitudinal outlet opening (32) of the
aforementioned front wall (33);

the exchanger (1) which is made of at least two modules
(13) and (14) positioned on each side of the row of fans
(2), parallel to the latter;

the air inlet opening (31) which is constituted by longitu-
dinal openings positioned on each external side of each
exchanger module (13,14), parallel to the latter,

the plate (4), for storing and distributing calories or frigo-
ries, which is positioned at a distance from the front wall
(33) of the frame (3) and is dimensioned to enable the
passage of the drawn heated or cooled air and its distri-
bution in the room between the periphery (34) of the
frame (3) and the periphery of the plate (4), perpendicu-
lar to the latter.

The back part (35) of the frame (3) is leaned against the

wall (9) in order to be attached to it.

Other features of the invention relate to:

the plate (4), for storing and distributing calories or frigo-
ries, which is made of a material selected from among
cast mineral, metal, or glass;

the fans (2) which are attached to the frame (3) by means of
elastic rubber blocks (5) of the “SILENTBLOC®” type
and that traverse a silicone sheet (6) that covers the outlet
opening (32);

The tubings (12), being part of two exchanger modules

(13) and (14), are connected between themselves at one end.

The free ends of the tubing (12) are connected to a motor-
ized four-way valve (15).

The tubing (12) having two vertical modules (13) and (14)
can be doubled so as to produce the effect of one tubing
having a heat transfer fluid conveying calories and the other
tubing having a heat transfer fluid conveying frigories, the
free ends of the tubings (12) being connected to a four-way
double valve.

The air inlet openings (31), which are equipped with filters
(10), are made on a wall of the frame (3) which is located at a
distance from the bottom of the radiator, thus from the wall on
which it is posed, enabling the passage of an suction head (7),
having appropriate shape and dimensions, provided with a
longitudinal slot (71), directly connectable to the hose (72) of
a home vacuum cleaner.

The radiator comprises:

opposing each exchanger module (13) and (14), sides (36)
for recuperation of condensates that flow into a tray (37);

at the top of the tubing a means of bleeding (21);

insulating material (8) which is installed for mixed appa-
ratus and for cooling only apparatus but not for heating
only apparatus.

It also comprises a manual or automatic means of elec-
tronic regulation of the temperature, simple to access and use,
acting, depending on the temperature difference between the
ambient air and the set point:

on the fan speeds with the possibility of preventing any
ventilation in heating mode if the temperature of the
blown air is equal to or less than ambient temperature;
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on the four-way motorized valve(s).

a means of remote control of one or multiple radiators by
transmission via power line.

It can also comprise a booster electrical heater band (not
shown) located in the volume of ventilated air or in the front
plate (4).

Of course, the person of skill in the art will be able to make
the invention as described and shown by applying and adapt-
ing known methods without the need to describe them or
shown them.

He can also foresee other variations without departing from
the scope of the invention which is determined by the content
of the claims.

The invention claimed is:

1. A heat transfer AR apparatus comprising:

a frame;

a heat exchanger the heat exchanger including a body with
tubing and fins traversed by a heat transfer fluid, the heat
exchanger including a first module and a second mod-
ule;

a plurality of helical fans downstream from the heat
exchanger, supplied with direct current, the plurality of
helical fans having axes of rotation passing between the
first and second modules; and

a plate for storing heat, downstream from the plurality of
helical fans, each of the axes of rotation passing through
the plate,

wherein the plate and frame together define an air outlet
configured to expel air from the heat transfer apparatus
in a direction parallel to the rotation axes, and define an
air passage parallel to the plate from the helical fans to
the air outlet, and

wherein the heat transfer apparatus defines an air inlet
configured to draw air in a direction traverse to the
rotation axes.

2. The heat transfer apparatus according to claim 1 wherein

the plate is made of glass.

3. The heat transfer apparatus according to claim 1 wherein
the fans traverse a silicone sheet.

4. The heat transfer apparatus according to claim 1 wherein
the tubing constitutes a fluid circuit between the first module
and the second module.

5. The heat transfer apparatus according to claim 4 further
including a motorized four-way valve, wherein the tubing
defines an end connected to the motorized four-way valve,
and another end connected to the motorized four-way valve.

6. The heat transfer apparatus according to claim 4 further
including a motorized four-way valve, wherein the tubing
defines
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an end connected to the motorized four-way valve;

another end connected to the motorized four-way valve;
a first section in the first module, the first section defining
a first longitudinal axis; and

a second section in the first module, the second section
defining a longitudinal axis removed from the first lon-
gitudinal axis.

7. The heat transfer apparatus according to claim 6 wherein
the tubing defines

a third section, the third section being in the second mod-

ule, the third section defining a third-section longitudi-
nal axis; and

a fourth section, the fourth section being in the second

module, the fourth section defining a longitudinal axis
removed from the third-section longitudinal axis.

8. The heat transfer apparatus according to claim 1 wherein
the heat transfer apparatus is positioned against a wall, and
the heat transfer apparatus further includes

a suction head, between the wall and the air inlet; and

a hose of a home vacuum cleaner connected to the suction

head.

9. The heat transfer apparatus according to claim 1 further
including

a tray; and

a side above the tray and opposing the second module, the

side being configured to collect condensate.

10. The heat transfer apparatus according to claim 1
wherein the plate defines a plane of symmetry, and the plu-
rality of fans are on the plane of symmetry.

11. The heat transfer apparatus according to claim 10
wherein the plurality of fans includes six fans.

12. The heat transfer apparatus according to claim 1
wherein the heat transfer apparatus is positioned against a
wall.

13. The heat transfer apparatus according to claim 1
wherein the heat transfer apparatus is positioned against a
wall, the plate defines a vertical plane of symmetry, and the
plurality of fans are on the vertical plane of symmetry.

14. The heat transfer apparatus according to claim 13
wherein the plurality of fans includes six fans.

15. The heat transfer apparatus according to claim 1
wherein the plate is made of metal.

16. The heat transfer apparatus according to claim 1
wherein the plate is made of a material selected from a group
consisting of a mineral, metal, or glass.
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